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Trade Summary - Elevator constructors perform the construction, operation, inspection, testing, maintenance, alteration, and repair of 
elevators, platform lifts, stairway chair lifts, escalators, moving walks, dumbwaiters, material lifts, and automatic transfer devices. They also 
perform the construction, operation, inspection, maintenance, alteration and repair of automatic guided transit vehicles such as automated 
people movers. Individuals perform this work while working at heights, around exposed electrical contacts and moving sheaves and cables.
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4 Year 
Apprenticeship

Open Enrollment Dates:  
neiep.org (Careers) 
Not accepting applications for at least another year.  
*Six Month probationary period*

Contact Information: 
International Union of Elevator Constructors Local 85 
15694 S. Old U.S. 27, Lansing, Michigan 48216 
Phone: (313) 961-0717 | http://iuec85.org/

Important Qualities 
• Detail oriented- Elevator installers must keep accurate records of their service schedules. These records are used to schedule future 

maintenance, which helps reduce breakdowns. 
• Mechanical skills- Elevator installers use a variety of power tools and hand tools to install and repair lifts. Escalators, for example, run on 

tracks that must be installed using wrenches and screwdrivers. 
• Physical stamina- Elevator installers must be able to perform strenuous work, especially in cramped and confined spaces, for long periods. 
• Physical strength- Elevator installers often lift heavy equipment and parts, including escalator steps, conduit, and metal tracks. Some 

apprentices must be able to lift 100 pounds in order to participate in a training program. 
• Troubleshooting skills- Elevator installers and repairers must be able to diagnose and repair problems. When an escalator stops moving, for 

example, mechanics determine why it stopped and make the necessary repairs.

Elevator installers and repairers have a physically demanding job. They sit or stand for extensive periods, lift items that can weigh 
50–200 pounds, work in cramped quarters inside crawl spaces and machine rooms, and may be exposed to heights in elevator shafts. 

They also work in dusty and dirty places with oily and greasy equipment in hot or cold environments.


